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Some definitions!
Predator: 

An organism that consumes other animals, either living or recently killed.
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Hunting vs. Control
Predator Hunting
• Recreation and food purposes
• Done by the public
• Often tightly regulated for 

season, method, bag limit

Predator Control
• Management purposes
• Done by professionals
• Typically no limits on take or 

method*
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Carrying Capacity

• Ecological Carrying Capacity
• Societal Carrying Capacity
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Predator Hunting

The Public Trust Doctrine:
“The greatest good for the greatest number”

Hunting Days for "Other Animals" in millions
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Can we hunt predators  
sustainably?

2016

1994



Christopher E. Comer, Ph.D.  Director of Conservation

Can we hunt predators  
sustainably?

Montana (wolf hunt since 2009)

Wyoming WTMA (wolf hunt since 2012)
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Hunting as a management tool
• What is the “right” number of predators?

Garshelis et al. 2020 (Minnesota bears) Montana FWP 2022 (Montana wolves)
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Social Tolerance

Brenner and Metcalf 2019
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Hunting and Social Tolerance

Slagle et al. 2022
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Predator Control
• Nothing new…
• One tool in the toolbox
• Abundant native predators
• Not applicable in every 

situation
• Not necessarily a long-term 

solution

Coyote range 1900-2016, Hodey and Kays 
2018.
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Sea Turtles and Raccoons (and pigs)
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Ducks and skunks (and foxes and 
raccoons)



Woodland caribou and wolves

Serrouya et al. 2019
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Take Homes

Predator Hunting
• Appropriate use of a valuable 

resource.
• Can be done sustainably and 

scientifically.
• Issues of societal carrying 

capacity.
• Likely to promote social 

tolerance.

Predator Control
• Important in management of 

rare and endangered species.
• Must be done deliberately and 

as part of an integrated 
management plan.
• Why remove a useful tool 

from the toolbox?
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Thank You!

Questions?
Christopher Comer
Director of Conservation
ccomer@safariclub.org


